Laparoscopic Cholecystectomy after the Learning Curve.
Management of gallbladder disease has changed dramatically since the introduction of laparoscopic cholecystectomy (LC) in 1988. Removal of the gallbladder has always been the 'gold standard'. However, the morbidity associated with the large transrectus incision has caused patients and referring physicians alike to refrain from surgical treatment whenever possible. LC offers the same excellent end results of a standard cholecystectomy, but without the pain and ileus seen with the operation.